As parishioners of St. Jerome and as Catholic disciples of Jesus Christ, we respond to our Lord’s invitation to walk
with Him in the Sacraments and prayer, to deepen our faith through lifelong formation, to serve those in need and
to invite others to the fullness of the Catholic faith through sharing His Holy Word and His Teaching.
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The First Sunday of Lent

Dear Friends:
I want to encourage you to continue to be faithful to Jesus’ invitation to make our annual retreat
with Him in the desert of Lent. The Catechism #2752 reminds us that “The battle of prayer is
inseparable from the necessary "spiritual battle" to act habitually according to the Spirit of
Christ: we pray as we live, because we live as we pray.” A fruit for me so far during Lent has
been to recognize Jesus’ invitation to join Him in prayer. I find this at times to be a challenge but I remember
Jesus praying to the Heavenly Father in John 17:21, “…that they may all be one, as you, Father, are in me
and I in you, that they also may be in us…” We will continue to have opportunities during the season of Lent
to respond to Jesus’ words in Matthew 6:6, to “…go to your inner room, close the door, and pray to your
Father in secret.” In addition, to our opportunity to join the Heavenly Father in prayer at our home, “the
Domestic Church,” I invite you to take advantage of the following:
Participate in “Operation Rice Bowl”
Attend “Stations of the Cross” at our parish on Fridays at 9:30am in the
church or at 7pm in the chapel or pray the “Stations” at home
• Participate in our “Solemn Exposition of the Holy Eucharist” Thursday,
March 26th – Saturday, March 28th.
•
•

Pope Benedict XVI in an address on May 26, 2009, stated that “…the laity,
must no longer be viewed as "collaborators" of the clergy but truly
recognized as "co-responsible", for the Church's being and action…” I
believe in what Pope Benedict has said. I have often expressed at Mass my desire for our parish to “be more.”
I have had the opportunity to listen to our parishioners who have expressed their desires for their families,
their children and our parish. The sharing has included listening to wonderful experiences that our
parishioners have had at other parishes that they have belonged to during their life. I believe we have a
wonderful parish. How did it get that way? I can assure you that it was because of people like yourself who
decided to respond to what they heard Jesus saying in their hearts and they stepped up to make great things
happen. I will continue to give thanks for the great things that are going on in our parish. If Jesus has placed
a “longing for our parish” in your heart, respond to the call of Jesus as the people of the Scriptures have
before us by saying to Jesus, “Here I am, send me.” (Isaiah 6:8)
Sincerely yours in Christ,
Fr. Tom Morga

Friday, April 3rd at 7pm
Youth and Young Adults needed!
Rehearsals in the Church from 6-8pm
on 3/8, 3/12, 3/26 & 3/29
Contact Tina Bowen at 727-221-0207 or
youthandfamily@stjeromeonline.org
Question & Mission of the Week:
Question: When was the last time I gave in to temptation? What wisdom have I gained since then?
Mission: Make two lists as an examination of conscience for your Lenten practice. First, list the areas of
your life where sin still reigns e.g., certain relationships, episodes of anger, lack of charity, self-revelation.
Them, list places where grace is working: persons, activities, choices. Commit yourself to putting grace to
work in countering the reign of sin.
View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Save the Date!
Sunday, March 15th
thru Tuesday,
March 17th

Mark your calendars for Sunday, March 15th through Tuesday, March 17th
for our Parish Lenten Mission. The mission will be hosted by national radio
host, author and speaker, Gus Lloyd, host of Seize the Day on Sirius XM’s The
Catholic Channel. The theme of the mission is “Loving, Learning and Living
Your Faith”. Each evening begins at 7pm. Don’t miss this opportunity to grow
in your faith. Be sure to invite your family and friends!
View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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The First Sunday of Lent

faithformation@st.jeromeonline.org
Families have a choice of five Mass times to attend on Sunday.7:30am, 9am, 10:45am, 12:30pm or 5pm
Remember to attend a Mass to fulfill your Sunday obligation.

LENT
What does this season mean for our children and families? The effort we put into these 40 days will make
the celebration of Easter a richer and fuller encounter with the Lord. Why purple? In both the Old and New
Testaments, purple is found to be a rare and valuable color symbolizing royalty, wealth and status. In
ancient times, the dye used to create purple was not only very expensive to produce, but it was also labor
intensive. It was considered a great luxury.
In the gospels, the Roman soldiers dress Jesus in a purple robe before he begins his walk to Calvary.
Each Lent, we are called as His disciples, to walk with Him on this journey. How do we speak of this to the
children? We know young children are very sensitive to colors and have a great interest in them. The
youngest children enjoy identifying their favorite color and take great delight in finding their favorite color in
the clothes they wear, food they eat and items in their environment. In the atrium, we speak about purple
as the color of waiting and preparing. Through the presentation of the Liturgical Colors, and The Liturgical
Calendar (later presentation), the child discovers that the season of Lent is a time of preparation for the
great feast of Easter.

Prepare as a Family
The prayer chain is always a crowd favorite. Count out how many days left in Lent and cut that many strips of
paper. As a family, start a list of prayer intentions. Write one intention per strip of paper, turn the strips into
a chain, and hang it up. Once per day, tear off a link in the chain, pray as a family for the intention written on
it, and watch Easter come ever closer.
Find some jumbo-sized plastic Easter eggs, and write each person in the family’s name on them, one name per
egg. Encourage the family to do small acts of kindness for one another- secretly do a chore for them, pray a
Rosary for them, leave them a small, unexpected gift. Each time they do, have them write it down on a small
slip of paper - “I prayed a Rosary for you”, or “I made your bed for you”, “I went a day without TV for your
prayer intentions” etc. - and put the paper in the person’s egg. On Easter, the family opens their eggs and sees
all the prayers, fasting, and acts of kindness that were done for them.
Suggestions taken from Cari Donaldson at Catholic Exchange.com

Around the Diocese
MOVIES of JUSTICE
Sponsored by
St Jerome Justice & FAST Ministry

“Life—Justice—Advocacy”
…do Justice, love kindness, walk humbly w God…(Micah 6:6-8)

The newest member in the FAST network is St Jerome.
We plan to attend both the 2020 RALLY on March 12 and the
2020 Annual ACTION on March 30, when 3,000 faith-filled
people witness for the Justice work in Pinellas County. Please save
these dates and consider joining us to learn something new and be
a light in our Lenten journey with the teachings of Christ our Lord.
RALLY - March 12 at 7-9pm First Baptist Church, St Petersburg
ACTION - March 30 at 7-9pm Indian Rocks Church, Largo
Both Events: Carpools/Bus departs at 6:15pm from St
Jerome Front Parking Lot.
View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com

Join our conversation using
contemporary movies

providing Spiritual Witness to
Justice issues in our world
MARCH 26 -Monthly Meeting at 4pm
Movie Romero at
4:30pm.
Education Center
Lounge on Mega
TV screen
Carla Rollandini, JM/
FAST ministry
coordinator
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What does the Martha Mary Guild Do?
Intentional activities build relationships and offer women
opportunities to connect with one another. The aim of the
Guild is to unite women of the parish in purpose, direction and
action in religious, educational, social and economic fields.
We meet the first Wednesday of each month in the Parish Center at 11am.
Our meetings are from September thru May.
ALL LADIES OF THE PARISH ARE INVITED TO JOIN US!!!!
March 4th - Day of Recollection / General Meeting.
Guest speaker Sister Renetta Graff, SND. She will speak of peace and calmness
in our daily journeys.
MARTHA & MARY GUILD 2020
March 1st
March 4th
April 1st
April 5th
May 3rd
May 6th

Guild Mass
General Meeting
General Meeting
Guild Mass
Guild Mass
General Meeting / Picnic Lunch

Offertory Collection
February 16, 2020
Total Offertory: .......... $25,173.00
Thank you for your
faithful stewardship
to our parish!
The object of
the Legion of
Mary is the
Glory of God
through
the
holiness of its
members
developed by prayer and active cooperation in
Mary’s and the Church’s work. The Legion
sees as its priority the spiritual and social
welfare of each individual. The members
participate in the life of the parish through
visitation of families, the sick, both in their
homes and in hospitals, nursing facilities,
ALFs, and through collaboration in apostolate
and missionary works sponsored by the
parish. Every Legionary is required to carry
out a weekly apostolic work in the spirit of faith
and in union with Mary. We meet weekly in
the Ed Kilroy Center on Thursday at 10am.
For more info call Rhea Gasway or Elrita
Basak at 727-595-4610.

April 1st - General Meeting. Guest speaker Julie
Norton ARNP, Bone Clinic of Orthopedic Association
of West Pinellas. Talk called: "About Our Bones" She
will also bring her testing equipment to do bone
density testing. This would be good for men in our
parish to attend also.

Raise the Roof
Raise the Roof Fund
as of 2/20/20

$205,000.00
SALT & LIGHT: Living the
Gospel through our Annual
Pastoral Appeal
Updated as of February 20, 2020
2020 Goal........................ $ 241,543.00
Paid ................................ $ 15,549.00
Remaining balance:....... $ 225,904.00
# Participating Families: ............... 85
We appreciate all who made pledges
thus far to the 2020 Annual Pastoral
Appeal. Please prayerfully consider
helping us help those in need
throughout our diocese.
Thank you for your support!
View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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EMBRACE: Evangelization & Discipleship
Go into the whole world and proclaim the Gospel to every creature (Mark 16:15)
YOUR PRAYERS ARE REQUESTED FOR ALL THOSE PARTICIPATING IN ST. JEROME PARISH’S ALPHA PROGRAM!
MAY THE HOLY SPIRIT MOVE POWERFULLY AND BLESS THEM AS THEY GROW IN FAITH AND LOVE FOR THE LORD!

The 6th Gifts & Talents Workshop
The Gifts and Talents Workshop scheduled for March 14 has been cancelled for the time being.
You can find the Gifts & Talents Questionnaire on the Parish Website — it is on the Time & Talent
page. If you find volunteering in ministry boring or unrewarding, the Gifts & Talents Questionnaire
can help you see how you might use your gifts in areas that are more effective in the Lord’s work
and a better, more joyful fit for you.

HELP WANTED
Qualifications: Love the Lord and seek to serve Him by
serving His people.
Job description: varies! We offer Alpha, Connect Groups, Prayer Line Minis- try
and Gifts & Talents, and need help in all areas. In the year ahead, EMBRACE will
be adding more workshops and retreats to serve our parishioners and
guests! Be part of the team! Do you want to offer your gifts? Do you have ideas
that we might consider? Email us at: 1SJ.Embrace@gmail.com.
View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Gift Shop
We are open on Sunday mornings
from 8:30am – 12:30pm in the
Parish Center. Starting February 15,
Little Black Books for Lent will be
available in the Gift Shop.
Pray Lent in 6 minutes a day!!
Come check out our devotionals,
prayer books, bibles and spiritual
books to encourage your New Year’s
resolutions for a deeper prayer life.

Bingo is a fun, social and good time every
Thursday in the Parish Center.
Doors open at 10am.
Early bird begins at 12pm followed by the
regular games until about 3pm.
In keeping with the generosity of our
church, if you bring in a can or a box of
food for the poor, we will give you a free
bingo card for a special game. One card per
can every week!

Bring a friend to join the fun!
For the parishioners
of St. Jerome, our
Faith Community
Nurses are providing
Blood Pressure
Readings on the last Sunday of each
month, 8:30am - 11am in the Parish
Center. Volunteer nurses wanted! Call
or email Beth at 727-595-4610 or
healthministry@stjeromeonline.org.
“I came so that they might have life and
have it more abundantly.” Jn 10:10

Coffee and Donuts:
Please join us every Sunday
from 8:30 am to 12:30 pm.
Volunteers needed to serve!
Please contact John Francks
at 727-595-4610.

The Bethlehem Centre invites all of our senior
parishioners and friends to join in the activities listed
below in the Education Building. For info on classes or
to register, contact Joanne Biamonte at 727-596-9394.

Art (Watercolor)
Bridge
Exercise
Mahjong
Pinochle
Spanish
Tai Chi
Yoga
Yoga
Zumba GOLD

Fr
Tu
Tu, Fr
Tu, Fr
Fr
Tu
Tu & Fr
We
Fr
We

10:00 am - 2:00 pm
10am – 2pm Rm
11:45 am - 3:00 pm
9:00 am - 10:00 am
12 – 2pm
12:00 pm - 3:30 pm
10:00 am - 11:00 am
10:30 am - 11:30 am
11 am - 12 pm
10:30 am - 11:30 am
9:00 am - 10:00 am

Rm 5/6
Rm 5/6
Hall
Hall
Room 8
Lounge
Lounge
Hall
Lounge
Lounge
Hall

The Bethlehem Centre lunch program is served in the Parish
Center from 11:30am – 12pm on Tuesdays, November through
March. Salad and beverage are available at 11:15am. Come
early to meet old friends and make some new ones. Donation
$6.00. Tuesday Menu: Spaghetti Pie, Smashed Peas & Ricotta
Cheese, Salad, Roll & Butter, Beverage, Strawberry Cheesecake

GRIEF SHARE

Blood One will be at St. Jerome
Sunday, April 25th
from 8:30am – 1pm

Grief Share is a grief
recovery support group
where you can find help
and healing for the hurt of losing a loved one. Our
sessions are Thursdays and are held in the
Education Building TV Lounge from 10am – 11:30am
every Thursday. We look forward to you joining our
group and feeling the support and compassion we
experience in our meetings.
If you have any
questions, please call Judy DeFilippis at 727-5954610.
View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Irish Blessing
May the road rise up to meet you. May the wind
be always at your back. May the sun shine
warm pon your face, and the rains fall soft upon
your fields, and until we meet again, may God
hold you in the palm o fHis hand.

St. Jerome Parish
Welcome to our

St. Patrick’s Day Luncheon
Tuesday, March 17, 2020
12 noon - 2pm
Doors open at 11:30am

Menu:
Shepherd’s Pie, Salad, Soda Bread & Rolls,
Assorted Desserts, Tea, Lemonade & Coffee
(And for a donation of $3.00, Irish Coffee.)
Donation for Luncheon ticket:
$10.00 per person
Tickets will be sold after Mass
and in the Parish Office.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Knights of Columbus Meatless Spaghetti Dinner!
You’re Invited!
The Fourth Degree Knights of Columbus will be
sponsoring
a Lenten Meatless Spaghetti Dinner at St. Patrick
Catholic Church – 1507 Trotter Road, Largo.
Dinner will be served this Friday,
March 6th from 5 pm – 7pm
Tickets are $10 for adults and $5 for children

The Knights of Columbus Council 17942
The Divine Mercy of Jesus
St. Jerome Parish, Largo
Thank you for your past support!
We now ask for your continued support
as we strive to save lives through helping
purchase an ultrasound machine.
We recently learned that our Brother Fr.
Lopez’s Knights of Columbus Council
5737 in Pinellas Park has taken up the
challenge of raising $15,000 to help buy an ultrasound machine
for the Bay Area Pregnancy Center. The total cost of this device is $30,000. This
needed ultrasound will show pregnant women their fetus alive and well in the womb,
hoping this knowledge and some prayers might change their mind about having an
abortion. In our district we have neighboring KoC Councils: Fr. Lopez,
Holy Cross, and Blessed Sacrament, all of whom have agreed to raise
half of the $15,000 goal.
At this time our only source of generating profit is from the proceeds
from our once-a-month breakfasts after the first three Masses. All
donations collected will be applied to this goal. We are very proud of
how our community fellowship breakfasts have grown and are thankful
for your attendance and support.
Your KoC Council 17249 has scheduled three more
breakfasts, including March 1, 2020. Our last
breakfast, until we return in the fall, will be May 3,
2020, in honor of Mother’s Day. You can see from
the thermometer, $5,000 has been raised.
Please remember: when you drop money in the donation basket, your
sacrifice and contribution helps save precious lives.
St. Jerome Parish Access Code: DVD3DQ
Dr. Christopher Blum has selected fifty
remarkably powerful meditations from Bishop
Bossuet’s works that complement the daily
readings at Mass during the Lenten season, thus
offering to us the perfect companion for a
thoughtful, fruitful Lent.

Devotion
to Jesus in
the
Holy Eucharist
Pope St. John XXIII
said: To keep me from
sin and straying from
him, God has used
devotion to the Sacred
Heart of Jesus in the
Blessed Sacrament.
My life vows destined
to be spent in the light
irradiating from the
tabernacle, and it is
to the Heart of Jesus
that I dare go for the
solution of all my
problems
Please join St. Jerome's
Lenten Eucharistic
Exposition: March 26, 27
and 28. Schedule and
sign-up sheets will be
available in March.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Mass Intentions
Saturday, February 29
Vigil for the First Sunday of Lent
4:00 pm † Sue Leary
5:30 pm † Lee Kennedy

Fr. Chuck Dornquast
Fr. Cadrecha

Sunday, March 1
The First Sunday of Lent
7:30 am † Raymond & Geraldine Biondi
9:00 am † Jack McGlone
10:45 am † Charles Tellone
12:30 pm † William Matias
5:00 pm † Antonio Alfonso

Msgr. Muldoon
Fr. Tom
Fr. Waters
Fr. Cadrecha
Fr. Chuck Dornquast

Monday, March 2
7:00 am † Ralph Fehr
9:00 am † Rita and James Greco

Msgr. Muldoon
Fr. Tom

Tuesday, March 3
7:00 am † Eileen Anne Ballard
9:00 am † Paul Chapman

Msgr. Muldoon
Msgr. Muldoon

Wednesday, March 4
7:00 am
Intentions of the Kukie Family
9:00 am † Jaromira Jirotka

Msgr. Muldoon
Fr. Tom

Thursday, March 5
7:00 am † Joseph Charnock
9:00 am † Eva Rizzo

Fr. Tom
Msgr. Muldoon

Friday, March 6
7:00 am † Mary DiAgosta
9:00 am † Joseph Moletto

Msgr. Muldoon
Fr. Tom

Saturday, March 7
8:45 am
Novena
9:00 am
Intentions of Evelyn Paul

Fr. Tom

Saturday, March 7
Vigil for the Second Sunday of Lent
4:00 pm † Joan Madore
5:30 pm † Michelle Kathleen Larson

Msgr. Muldoon
Fr. Waters

Sunday, March 8
The Second Sunday of Lent
7:30 am † Wesson Family
9:00 am † Wilfred McGrath
10:45 am † Charles Tellone
12:30 pm † Michael Puacz
5:00 pm † Deceased Benefactors of St. Jerome

Prepare & Pray
the Word of God


Today’s Readings: March 1

The First Sunday of Lent
Gn 2:7-9; Ps 51; Rom 5:12-19 or 5:12,1719; Mt 4:1-11
Monday, March 2
Lv 19:1-2, 11-18; Ps 19; Mt 25:31-46
Tuesday, March 3
Is 55:10-11; Ps 34; Mt 6:7-15
Wednesday, March 4
Jon 3:1-10; Ps 51; Lk 11:29-32
Thursday, March 5
Est C:12,14-16, 23-25; Ps 138; Mt 7:7-12
Friday, March 6
Ez 18:21-28; Ps 130; Mt 5:20-26
Saturday, March 7
Dt 26:16-19; Ps 119; Mt 5:43-48
Next Sunday’s Readings: March 8
The Second Sunday of Lent
Gn 12:1-4a; Ps 33; 2 Tim 1:8b-10;
Mt 17:1-9
First Reading — “I will make of you a
great nation, and I will bless you.” (Gn
12:2a)
Psalm — Lord, let your mercy be on us,
as we place our trust in you. (Ps 33)

Fr. Tom
Msgr. Muldoon
Msgr. Muldoon
Fr. Tom
Fr. Tom

*Priest Schedule subject to change. **If there is a Mass intention error,
please contact Pat Cummings in the Parish Office.
View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com

Scripture Readings

Second Reading — He saved us and
called us to a holy life, not according to
our works but according to his own
design. (2 Tm 1:9a)
Gospel — “This is my beloved Son, with
whom I am well pleased; listen to
him.” (Mt 17:5b)

View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com
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