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AChristmasMessage
I want to take this opportunity to wish all of you a
very happy and blessed Christmas! The Entrance
Antiphon from Christmas Mass “During the
Night” reminds us of the reason for this season of
joy: “Let us all rejoice in the Lord, for our Savior
has been born in the world. Today true peace has
come down to us from heaven.”

One of our great Christmas traditions is the
setting up and displaying of the Nativity scene.
This tradition goes back to the time of St. Francis
of Assisi in the 13th century. He wanted to help
the faithful have a deeper andmore profound
experience of Christ’s humble birth, so he began
a tradition of a live manger scene.

ChristmasMass Schedule
Christmas Eve - December 24th

4:00pm Vigil (Church - Children's
Liturgy)
4:00pm Vigil (Parish Center)
6:00pm Vigil*

Christmas Day - December 25th
Midnight Mass
7:30am
9:00am
10:45am
12:30pm (No 5:00pmMass)

*all other Masses in Church only

We are blessed with a beautiful Nativity scene
displayed in our narthex. I hope that you have your
own Nativity set that you can display in your home. It is a great reminder of what
Christmas is all about and it can be a wonderful gathering point for some good family
prayer time. One of the great truths it proclaims is how Christ is to be at the heart and
center of our lives. Regardless of where we place the angel, the shepherds and the
sheep, the wisemen, the ox and donkey in our nativity scenes, the one constant is that
Mary and St. Joseph surround the Christ Child who is at the center of the scene. Every
figure is strategically placed with their gaze fixed on the Christ Child. It’s a wonderful
visual reminder about how we should orient our own lives. Like the manger scene, our
lives should always converge on Christ! May Jesus be always at the heart and center
of our lives on Christmas day, and every day!

FrBlum

New Year - Mary Mother of God (Also
a Holy Day of Obligation)

December 31st
4:00pm Vigil

January 1st
7:30am
9:00am
10:45am

CHRISTMAS MASS TIMESDecembe r 2 1 , 2025 P a g e 1

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Saturday, December 20th
9:00 AM † Sue Leary
3:00 PM Confessions
4:00 PM † Paula Weber

Sunday, December 21st
7:30 AM Priests, Staff, and Volunteers
9:00 AM † Jimmy White
10:45 AM † Brian Johns
12:30 PM † Bonnie Shirley Parker
5:00 PM † Deceased Members of Hummel & Thomas Families

Monday, December 22nd
7:00 AM † Dolores Sanko
9:00 AM † Pablo and Julia Arce Anniversary

Tuesday, December 23rd
7:00 AM † Dorothy Hunt
9:00 AM † May Howard +

Christmas Eve -Wednesday, December 24th
7:00 AM † Deceased Members of the Parish
9:00 AM † Robert Cocozza
4:00 PM † Living and Deceased Members of our Parish -
Church - Children’s Liturgy
4:00 PM All the People of the Parish - Parish Center
6:00 PM All the People of the Parish
12:00 AM Midnight Mass - All the People of the Parish -
Choir carols starting at 11:00pm

Christmas Day - Thursday, December 25th
7:30 AM All the People of the Parish
9:00 AM Living and Deceased Members of our Parish

10:45 AM All the People of the Parish
12:30 PМ All the People of the Parish

Friday, December 26th
7:00 AM † Jay and Georgia Colville
9:00 AM † William Fong + and Living & Deceased
Members of Fong Family

Saturday, December 27th
9:00 AM † Hazel and Brownie Parhalo
3:00 PM Confessions
4:00 PM † Carol Sweetland

Sunday, December 28th
7:30 AM All the People of the Parish
9:00 AM † Dr. Paul Edward Kudelko

10:45 AM † Joyce Morgan
12:30 PM † Julia and Michael Dabdoub

00 PM † Ronald Comeau

Coffee & Donuts
The coffee and donut
ministry is looking for a few
more volunteers to help
them on Sundays. Please
call the Parish office if you
are able to help!

Coffee & donuts are
available after the 7:30AM,
9:00AM, and 10:45 AM
Masses weekly! Coffee and
Donuts will be served every
Sunday except the third
Sunday of the month, when
the Knights of Columbus
breakfast occurs.

*If there is a Mass intention error, please contact the
receptionist in the Parish Office at 595‐4610.

Le t Us P ray
MASS INTENTIONS
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The Toybox Ministry
is STILL in need of your help this
Christmas season. New, unwrapped
toys may be placed in the toy boxes
in the entryways of the church or if
you would prefer to make a
monetary donation, checks made out
to St. Jerome with toy box ministry in
the memo or cash can be received in
the offertory or the parish office
anytime.
If you are a St. Jerome parishioner
and in need of gifts for your
children, please contact the parish
office. Final request date for
parishioners was Thursday,
December 11th.
Many thanks!

Communion of Saints Luminary Fundraiser

Purchase a luminary bag for $5.00 from the Catechesis of the
Good Shepherd ministry.
Your family can decorate the bag in honor of one of God’s holy
people that you would like to remember during the Christmas
season. A team of youth will display the luminaries on Christmas Eve, and they
will remain lit until the day after Christmas.

Thank you for honoring this union while supporting quality programing for our
children and youth.
Bags will be available for purchase after all Masses for the weekend of
December 20th, before or after all CGS sessions throughout Advent in the
Education Building, or email Stephanie: faithformation@stjeromeonline.org.

Veni
Veni

Emmanuel

ST. JEROME
TOYBOX:
LEND A HAND?

ANGELA RAGUSA FORNARO

Photo Credit: Angela Ragusa Fornaro
More photos from Our Lady of Guadalupe

Celebration coming soon!
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December 14, 2025

Offertory: $21,565.31
E-giving: $5,187.00
Total: $26,752.31
CMA Cash: $20.00

4
336

G
ive here today!

Congrats, St. Jerome!
We did it! We fully
met our Catholic

Ministry Appeal Goal
supporting our

Diocese for 2025.

Our total amount
given: $218,435.13

Remaining Parish Debt

St. Jerome Parish owes 600k as of
December 4, 2025.
St. Jerome Parish Early Childhood
Center Preschool is debt-free.

We remain grateful for all your support
to our parish!

SCAMALERT
As the holidays are upon us, we want to remind you that Fr. Blum, Fr. Cadrecha,
and our clergy will not send emails or texts requesting gift cards and donations.
Please be aware of fraudulent emails and texts that may appear to come from
people impersonating our clergy. Thank you!

Year end is quickly approaching. We want to remind you there is still time to make a gift to St.
Jerome. All gifts postmarked, dropped to the office, or made online by December 31st count
for the 2025 Tax season.
Any time you give to support the work of Christ in our parish you are investing in a mission
and making our world a little better. With a little year-end planning, you can optimize your
impact with a gist by December 31. Below are a few options:

Give smart, give stock: Donate appreciated stock, pay no capital gains and your charitable
deduction is at the full, fair market value of the stock.
If you are 73 or older: Make a gist directly from your IRA - it counts toward your required
minimum distribution!
Make the gist that pays you back: Set up a charitable gift/annuity or remainder trust and
transfer assets before December 31 to help lower estate taxes.
Make your mark on the future: Leave a gist in your will or trust, give life insurance you no
longer need.

Please contact Chris McBride at the parish office to learn more about how to make your year-
end gist. With hearts full of gratitude – Thank You!

YEAR END GIVING

CMAGoal Met!

Decembe r 2 1 , 2025 FINANCES P a g e 5

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



YMDECEMBERSCHEDULE - 6:00-7:30PM
HighSchool: Break (NomtgDec21, 28)
MiddleSchool: Break (nomtgDec24, 31)

Questions? André Kühner
youthministry@ stjeromeonline.org

HUMAN TRAFFICKING AWARENESS EVENT
Speaker: Lindsay Carr, Community Engagement Specialist, CreatedWomen
Free event - donations needed

Saturday, January 10th, 2026, 10:00AM-12:00 PM, St. Jerome Parish Center
Light refreshments will be available

Sponsored by The FAST Ministry. Questions: Evelyn - evelyngrosch@gmail.com

GriefShare
Grief can be complex, especially during
the holidays. You don’t have to go it
alone. Join us on Tuesday mornings
from 10:00-11:30AM in the Education
Building Art Room for GriefShare.

Questions? Parish Office: 727-595-4610
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†
TOM CRABTREE

The Knights meet the second Wednesday
of each month in the Parish Center. We
are very active in serving the community,
our parish, and growing in faith.

For more information, visit our website at
https://knightsdmoj17249.org. To order a
brick to be placed at the Grotto, visit
https://knightsdmoj17249.org/grotto and
select "Buy a Brick".

Do you want to assist those in need in our parish
and community? Are you willing to work with our
Knights of Columbus Council and their
charitable commitments? Consider joining our
growing Columbiettes Auxiliary. We are
developing our own projects and having fun, too!

If you are a practicing Catholic woman 18 years
or older and would like more info, contact
Jo-Ellen, President, (407) 810-6502, or
rolandabounader@yahoo.com

TheColumbiettes,
DivineMercy of Jesus Council

The DivineMercy of Jesus
Knights of Columbus

Council 17249

TheBCwill beclosed 12/22/25 through 1/5/26.
Art: Fridays 10:00AM - Education Building - Art Room
Bridge:
Wednesdays 12:00 PMEdKilroy Bldg
Fridays 11:30 AM - Education Building -MainHall
LineDancing:Available Now! - Fridays 10:00AM - Education
Building -MainHall
Mahjong: Fridays 12:00 PM - EdKilroy Building
Spanish:Wednesdays 9:30AM - ParishCenterMeeting Rm
ZumbaGold: Starting inOctober -Wednesdays 10:30AM
EdKilroy Bldg
Questions: Timothy Kunish: timothykunish@gmail.com

Rosary Group
We welcome all to pray the Rosary following the 9:00AM Mass Monday through
Saturday, except on days of Eucharistic Adoration. You can also pray a Pro Life Rosary
Wednesday at 7:00PM in the Chapel! Questions? Virginia (727) 393-6063.
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LifelineMinistries
Last week Lifeline served 83 families comprised of 296. people. Parishioners
donated 90 bags of food so far in December. We are grateful for your continued
generosity in helping those who need food assistance.

Hearty canned soup
Pasta/spaghetti
Pasta sauce
Canned fruit

Boxed mashed potatoes
Canned pork & beans
Canned tuna/ chicken/turkey
Canned vegetables (corn,
beans, carrots)
Beef Stew

Peanut butter crackers
Peanut butter

Items
Needed:
Items
Needed:

Bingo
Join us Thursday afternoons in the Parish Center; doors open at eleven, ticket sales
start at noon, game starts at one. Sponsored by the Knights of Columbus.
Questions? Bill: knightsdmoj17249@gmail.com

HealthCareMinistry
Lost or confused about amedical problem, illness or concern? Don't knowwhere to
turn? The Health CareMinistry of St. Jerome can assist. We have knowledge and
resources that can point you in the proper direction. Don't navigate rough seas
alone. Contact us at (321) 403-3356 or email at healthministrysj@gmail.com.

Millions ofMonicas
Moms young & older join us on Thursdays 6:30-7:30pm in the Chapel for Millions of Monicas
prayer ministry with a uniquemission. Many of us have children struggling to embrace their
Catholic faith in a chaotic and stressful world. Like St. Monica, we pray for our children to return
to the practice of their beautiful Catholic faith. We are not a support group or a self help group.
We do not talk about our children. We pray for them and this gives us reassurance and hope.
Please come by this Thursday night at 6:30pm. Questions? Kathycincotta@comcast.net

Pilgrim Virgin Statue Home Visitation Program
The virgin statue visit program is available to anyone who wishes to host her. Our Blessed Mother
(symbolized by her image) is brought into the home with love and reverence for family and friends
to gather & pray. The visit is typically a week. Interested? Contact Elrita at 727-221-7040

Jellies & jams
Boxed mac &
cheese
Cereal
Granola bars

MusicMinistry
More voices needed to join the beautiful Music Ministry! We have Spirit Singers (children’s choir -
Thursdays practices, sing two Sundays amonth), Bell Choir (practice on Tuesdays, play two
Sundays amonth), and Chorale (Thursday practices, sing weekly). Contact Tom Kurt:
MusicDir@stjeromeonline.org

St. Theresa’s Helping Hands
Occasionally our parish & ministries need extra help with various short-term projects around the
parish or fill in when our ministries are shorthanded. St. Theresa’s supports those needs. When a need
arises, an email will be sent to those signed up for this ministry. You can then offer your assistance if
you are available. Interested? Elaine: StTheresashelpinghands@gmail.com, or: 727-386-8689.

FAST (Faith &Action for Strength Together
FAST is a justice ministry in Pinellas county where different
churches come together to advocate for the needs of our
community. Contact the Parish Office to learnmore about our St.
Jerome chapter.
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I n s ide the I s sue

CLERGY
Fr. John Blum, Pastor
Fr. Robert Cadrecha, Parochial Vicar
Deacon Fred Kunder
PARISH STAFF
Chris McBride, Parish Manager
Sylvia Cummings, Sacraments Coordinator
Michele C. Walker, Liturgy Assistant &
Receptionist
Rita Gianninoto, Assistant to Parish Manager
Tracey Swaine, Administrative Assistant
Tom Kurt, Music Director
Danielle Sapp, Liturgical Accompanist
Francesca Bauer, Life Teen Mass Musician
Maintenance:MichaelShaughnessy&BruceVilleneuve
Sarah Williford, Bulletin Editor

EARLY CHILDHOODCENTER
Michelle Sherman, Director
Preschool@stjeromeecc.org
(727) 596‐9491( )

PARISH INFORMATION
PARISH OFFICE HOURS: Monday‐Thursday, 9:30AM‐4:30PM
ANOINTING OF THE SICK: By request or appointment
CONFESSIONS: Saturdays 3:00-3:45PM-Chapel.
HOLY HOUR & BENEDICTION: Every Thursday, every First Friday, and every First Saturday
9:30AM-10:30AM; also Livestreamed.
Some Masses Livestreamed at: www.stjeromeonline.org & www.facebook.com/StJeromeLargo

PrayerLine
Call and leave a
voicemessage or
text your prayer
request to our team
of Prayer Warriors.
Whatever it may be;
we can pray for you!
727-667-6499 or
email:
StJeromePrayForUs
@gmail.com
Requests are prayed
for over 7 days. You
may repeat the
request as often as
necessary. Messages
received are
confidental.

ASSISTING PRIESTS
Msgr. Brendan Muldoon, Pastor Emeritus
Fr. Michael O’Brien, In residence
Fr. Anthony Nyong, In residence

BETHLEHEM CENTRE
Tim Kunish, Coordinator, (727) 596‐9394

FORMATION TEAM
Stephanie Martin, Catechesis of the Good
Shepherd Coordinator
faithformation@stjeromeonline.org
André Kühner, Coordinator of Youth Ministry &
OCIA
OCIA@stjeromeonline.org
Youthministry@stjeromeonline.org
For Sacraments, contact the Parish Office
(727) 595‐4610

10895 HAMLIN BLVD | LARGO, FL 33774
(727) 595-4610 | WWW.STJEROMEONLINE.ORG
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