
DECEMBER 28TH, 2025 | FEASTOF THEHOLY FAMILY
ST. JEROME ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH

Love

MONDAY-FRIDAY: 7:00AM & 9:00AM
SATURDAY: 9:00AM

SATURDAY VIGIL: 4:00PM
SUNDAY: 7:30AM, 9:00AM (FAMILY LITURGY), 10:45AM, 12:30PM & 5:00PM (TEEN)

MASS TIMES

10895 HAMLIN BLVD | LARGO, FL 33774
(727) 595-4610 | WWW.STJEROMEONLINE.ORG

CONFESSION: SATURDAYS 3:00-3:45PM IN CHAPEL

Holy F
amily, Pray for us!

A Holy Day of Obligation
December 31st
4:00pm Vigil
January 1st
7:30am
9:00am

Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God, a Holy Day of Obligation
December 31st: 4:00pm Vigil

January 1st: 7:30am, 9:00am, 10:45am cover art via canva

Love



AReflection on Family Living andHumility
Being part of a family unit is one of the fastest ways to be confronted with one’s
weaknesses and failures.

When I got married, and even more so when I had children, I noticed keenly my lack of
skills in certain areas. Sometimes these were painful revelations, as they came
through fraternal correction; sometimes they came with realization of areas I needed
to grow in, both to support my family in practical matters (ie finally improving those
cooking skills), but also emotional matters as well (learning how to properly regulate
my own emotions versus putting those on someone else).

There is so muchmessiness in family life, but also so much beauty. One of my
greatest joys in life has been to simply delight in the beauty and goodness of my
children, with a deeply overflowing love that helps me realize the immense love our
Heavenly Father has for me (and you, too!). And perhaps one of the greatest gifts of
family life is the security that should exist of family being a place to try again and
again, and to still be loved and cared for, though imperfectly, in the midst of the
process.

Let us be quick to seek forgiveness. Let us be cautious of any critical nature within
us. Contempt, criticism, defensiveness, and stonewalling are among the greatest
destructors of marriage and family relationships.
Let us be quick to forgive. May we not hold grudges and seek healthy resolutions.
Let us not be afraid to seek help. Grant us, Lord, humility to seek a mentor to grow
in skills where we lack when needed.

What a gift that God chose to become part of a family.
May it be a loving refiner’s fire for all of us.

-SHW

Solemnity ofMaryMother of God
A Holy Day of Obligation

December 31st
4:00pm Vigil

January 1st
7:30am
9:00am
10:45am
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Saturday, December 27th
9:00 AM † Hazel and Brownie Parhalo
3:00 PM Confessions
4:00 PM † Carol Sweetland

Sunday, December 28th
7:30 AM All the People of the Parish
9:00 AM † Dr. Paul Edward Kudelko

10:45 AM † Joyce Morgan
12:30 PM † Julia and Michael Dabdoub
5:00 PM † Ronald Comeau

Monday, December 29th
7:00 AM † Michael Gallagher
9:00 AM † Louise Fortin

Tuesday, December 30th
7:00 AM † Edward Albert Hickey, Jr.
9:00 AM Jim and Phyllis Gregory

Wednesday, December 31st - Vigil - Mary, Mother of God
7:00 AM † Matthew Morrow
9:00 AM † Carl Hawkins
4:00 PM The Gentile & Giles Families

Thursday, January 1st - Mary, Mother of God
7:30 AM † Kathleen Connor
9:00 AM † George & Cathi Bondar

10:45 AM † Janet Steeg
Friday, January 2nd

7:00 AM † Earl Dilley
9:00 AM † Kazys Kaspariunas

Saturday, January 3rd
9:00 AM † Berta Pitt
3:00 PM Confessions
4:00 PM Baby Marion DeCandia

Sunday, January 4th
7:30 AM All the People of the Parish
9:00 AM † Jimmy White

10:45 AM † Rosemarie Vaughan
12:30 PM † Marian Raseta
5:00 PM † Phyllis Gregory

Coffee & Donuts

Coffee & donuts are
available after the 7:30AM,
9:00AM, and 10:45 AM

Masses weekly! Coffee and
Donuts will be served every
Sunday except the third
Sunday of the month,

when the
Knights of Columbus
breakfast occurs.

*If there is a Mass intention error, please contact the
receptionist in the Parish Office at 595‐4610.

A BIG Thank YOU
The Toybox Ministry

would like to thank all of
those who donated

either toys or monetary
contributions in 2025!

We are also very grateful
to those who donated
their time to help make
this ministry possible.

Have a blessed
New Year!!!

Landline No More?
Have you gotten rid of your landline and only use a cell phone?
Please update the parish office on this change so we can make
sure our information for you is correct so that we may effectively
communciate with you if the need arises (ie hurricane check-ins,
offertory questions, etc). Thanks!

Le t Us P ray
MASS INTENTIONS
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A Family Prayer
Webless your name,

O Lord, for sending your
own incarnate Son,
to become part of
a family, so that, as

he lived its life, hewould
experience itsworries and its joys.

We ask you, Lord,
to protect andwatch over this family,
so that in the strength of your grace
itsmembersmay enjoy prosperity,

possess the priceless gift
of your peace, and, as theChurch alive
in the home, bearwitness in this world
to your glory. We ask this through Christ

our Lord. Amen.

In a
When there is difficulty in the life of the family or
one of its members, one of the following prayers may
be prayed at table or at bedside. At times, parents may pray these prayers silently for an older child.
A. Praised be God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and the God of all
consolation, who comforts us in all our afflictions. R/. Amen
B. May God, the source of all patience and encouragement, enable us to live in perfect harmony
with one another according to the spirit of Christ Jesus. R/. Amen
C. May the Lord make us overflow with love for one another and for all. May God strengthen our
hearts. R/. Amen
D. God of all our days: like a parent you forgive us, and like a child you love us. May we love and
forgive one another. R/. Amen

Daily Blessings
These short blessings may be said by the
parent at various times: ie when a child is
going to play or to school, but especially when
the child is going to bed each night. The
parent makes the sign of the cross on the
child's forehead or heart and says one of the
following blessings:

May God bless you.
May God keep you safe.
God be with you.
God be in your heart.
May God bless and protect you

Teaching Your Children to Pray?
Here are some simple ideas for a structure. The
more your kids can contribute & take ownership,
the better! Start & end with the Sign of the Cross.

Hi God! (We praise You for Your: (insert
quality of God: kindness, mercy,
tenderness, compassion, majesty).
Thank You for today! I thank you for:
I’m sorry for:
Please help: (who do you want to pray for?)
Route prayer: Glory Be, Hail Mary, Our
Father. Maybe a simple song: Alleluia, Jesus
Remember Me
Good night, dear Jesus! We love you,
dear Jesus! Amen.
Saint ________, pray for us! (as your kids learn
about saints, they can choose different ones!
Consider picking a family saint for the month
/year, or start with saints near their names or
special to your family tradition. St. Jerome is
a great start too!

The Catholic Household Blessings &
Prayers book has resources for
your family, as does the USCCB

website. Prayers/blessings are from
the USCCB. Teaching section from

Sarah Williford.
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"The Christian family is . . . where God's
children learn to pray 'as the Church' and to

persevere in prayer" (Catechism of the
Catholic Church, no. 2685). In addition to the
prayer that frames each day, this section
offers special blessings and prayers for

important moments in the life of a family.
Whether in times of joy or times of grief,

God is always with us.
- Catholic Household Blessings & Prayers

Season of Difficulty
th i diffi lt i th lif f th f

May God bless and protect you.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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A lot of good volunteers helped
pitch in to make this beautiful

landscaping happen post repair. We
put finishing touches on the week

before Christmas

Your adult child came with you to
Christmas service. Maybe just for the

tradition. Maybe for you. Maybe because
something still feels familiar there.

You can invite conversation. You can offer
space. You can open a door.

Alpha begins Tuesday, January 20th at 6:00pm
in the Parish Center. It’s not a class and it’s not

a lecture.
It’s a welcoming table where adults ask real
questions about life, meaning, and faith-at
their own pace, with no pressure and no

expectations.
This Christmas season, consider inviting your
adult son or daughter to come back with you.

Not because they should…but
because they’re welcome.

Questions: Stjeromealpha@gmail.com
or 727-537-0143

Star
of

Wonder
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December 14, 2025*

Offertory: $21,565.31
E-giving: $5,187.00
Total: $26,752.31
CMA Cash: $20.00

*More recent numbers not yet available
due to early holiday print deadlines.

4
336

G
ive here today!

Congrats, St. Jerome!
We did it! We fully
met our Catholic

Ministry Appeal Goal
supporting our

Diocese for 2025.

Our total amount
given: $218,435.13

Remaining Parish Debt

St. Jerome Parish owes 600k as of
December 4, 2025.
St. Jerome Parish Early Childhood
Center Preschool is debt-free.

We remain grateful for all your support
to our parish!

SCAMALERT
As the holidays are upon us, we want to remind you that Fr. Blum, Fr. Cadrecha,
and our clergy will not send emails or texts requesting gift cards and donations.
Please be aware of fraudulent emails and texts that may appear to come from
people impersonating our clergy. Thank you!

Year end is quickly approaching. We want to remind you there is still time to make a gift to St.
Jerome. All gifts postmarked, dropped to the office, or made online by December 31st count
for the 2025 Tax season.
Any time you give to support the work of Christ in our parish you are investing in a mission
and making our world a little better. With a little year-end planning, you can optimize your
impact with a gist by December 31. Below are a few options:

Give smart, give stock: Donate appreciated stock, pay no capital gains and your charitable
deduction is at the full, fair market value of the stock.
If you are 73 or older: Make a gist directly from your IRA - it counts toward your required
minimum distribution!
Make the gist that pays you back: Set up a charitable gift/annuity or remainder trust and
transfer assets before December 31 to help lower estate taxes.
Make your mark on the future: Leave a gist in your will or trust, give life insurance you no
longer need.

Please contact Chris McBride at the parish office to learn more about how to make your year-
end gist. With hearts full of gratitude – Thank You!

YEAR END GIVING

CMAGoal Met!
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YMDECEMBERSCHEDULE - 6:00-7:30PM
HighSchool: Break (NomtgDec21, 28)
MiddleSchool: Break (nomtgDec24, 31)

Questions? André Kühner
youthministry@ stjeromeonline.org

HUMAN TRAFFICKING AWARENESS EVENT
Speaker: Lindsay Carr, Community Engagement Specialist, CreatedWomen
Free event - donations needed

Saturday, January 10th, 2026, 10:00AM-12:00 PM, St. Jerome Parish Center
Light refreshments will be available

Sponsored by The FAST Ministry. Questions: Evelyn - evelyngrosch@gmail.com

GriefShare
Grief can be complex, especially during
the holidays. You don’t have to go it
alone. Join us on Tuesday mornings
from 10:00-11:30AM in the Education
Building Art Room for GriefShare.

Questions? Parish Office: 727-595-4610
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†
TOM CRABTREE

The Knights meet the second Wednesday
of each month in the Parish Center. We
are very active in serving the community,
our parish, and growing in faith.

For more information, visit our website at
https://knightsdmoj17249.org. To order a
brick to be placed at the Grotto, visit
https://knightsdmoj17249.org/grotto and
select "Buy a Brick".

Do you want to assist those in need in our parish
and community? Are you willing to work with our
Knights of Columbus Council and their
charitable commitments? Consider joining our
growing Columbiettes Auxiliary. We are
developing our own projects and having fun, too!

If you are a practicing Catholic woman 18 years
or older and would like more info, contact
Jo-Ellen, President, (407) 810-6502, or
rolandabounader@yahoo.com

TheColumbiettes,
DivineMercy of Jesus Council

The DivineMercy of Jesus
Knights of Columbus

Council 17249

TheBCwill beclosed 12/22/25 through 1/5/26.

Art: Fridays 10:00AM - Education Building - Art Room
Bridge:

Wednesdays 12:00 PMEdKilroy Bldg
Fridays 11:30 AM - Education Building -MainHall

LineDancing:Available Now! - Fridays 10:00AM - Education Building -MainHall
Mahjong: Fridays 12:00 PM - EdKilroy Building
Spanish:Wednesdays 9:30AM - ParishCenterMeeting Rm
ZumbaGold: Starting inOctober -Wednesdays 10:30AMEdKilroy Bldg

Questions: Timothy Kunish: timothykunish@gmail.com

Rosary Group
We welcome all to pray the Rosary following the 9:00AM Mass Monday through
Saturday, except on days of Eucharistic Adoration. You can also pray a Pro Life Rosary
Wednesday at 7:00PM in the Chapel! Questions? Virginia (727) 393-6063.
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LifelineMinistries
Last week Lifeline served 83 families comprised of 296 people. Parishioners
donated 90 bags of food so far in December. We are grateful for your continued
generosity in helping those who need food assistance.

Hearty canned soup
Pasta/spaghetti
Pasta sauce
Canned fruit

Boxed mashed potatoes
Canned pork & beans
Canned tuna/ chicken/turkey
Canned vegetables (corn,
beans, carrots)
Beef Stew

Peanut butter crackers
Peanut butter

Items
Needed:
Items
Needed:

Bingo
Join us Thursday afternoons in the Parish Center; doors open at eleven, ticket sales
start at noon, game starts at one. Sponsored by the Knights of Columbus.
Questions? Bill: knightsdmoj17249@gmail.com

HealthCareMinistry
Lost or confused about amedical problem, illness or concern? Don't knowwhere to turn?
The Health CareMinistry of St. Jerome can assist. We have knowledge and resources that can
point you in the proper direction. Don't navigate rough seas alone. Contact us at (321) 403-
3356 or email at healthministrysj@gmail.com.

Millions ofMonicas
Moms young & older join us on Thursdays 6:30-7:30pm in the Chapel for Millions of Monicas
prayer ministry with a uniquemission. Many of us have children struggling to embrace their
Catholic faith in a chaotic and stressful world. Like St. Monica, we pray for our children to return
to the practice of their beautiful Catholic faith. We are not a support group or a self help group.
We do not talk about our children. We pray for them and this gives us reassurance and hope.
Please come by this Thursday night at 6:30pm. Questions? Kathycincotta@comcast.net

Pilgrim Virgin Statue Home Visitation Program
The virgin statue visit program is available to anyone who wishes to host her. Our Blessed Mother
(symbolized by her image) is brought into the home with love and reverence for family and friends
to gather & pray. The visit is typically a week. Interested? Contact Elrita at 727-221-7040

Jellies & jams
Boxed mac &
cheese
Cereal
Granola bars

MusicMinistry
More voices needed to join the beautiful Music Ministry! We have Spirit Singers (children’s choir -
Thursdays practices, sing two Sundays amonth), Bell Choir (practice on Tuesdays, play two
Sundays amonth), and Chorale (Thursday practices, sing weekly). Contact Tom Kurt:
MusicDir@stjeromeonline.org

St. Theresa’s Helping Hands
Occasionally our parish & ministries need extra help with various short-term projects around the
parish or fill in when our ministries are shorthanded. St. Theresa’s supports those needs. When a need
arises, an email will be sent to those signed up for this ministry. You can then offer your assistance if
you are available. Interested? Elaine: StTheresashelpinghands@gmail.com, or: 727-386-8689.

FAST (Faith &Action for Strength Together
FAST is a justice ministry in Pinellas county where different
churches come together to advocate for the needs of our
community. Contact the Parish Office to learnmore about our St.
Jerome chapter.
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I n s ide the I s sue

CLERGY
Fr. John Blum, Pastor
Fr. Robert Cadrecha, Parochial Vicar
Deacon Fred Kunder
PARISH STAFF
Chris McBride, Parish Manager
Sylvia Cummings, Sacraments Coordinator
Michele C. Walker, Liturgy Assistant &
Receptionist
Rita Gianninoto, Assistant to Parish Manager
Tracey Swaine, Administrative Assistant
Tom Kurt, Music Director
Danielle Sapp, Liturgical Accompanist
Francesca Bauer, Life Teen Mass Musician
Maintenance:MichaelShaughnessy&BruceVilleneuve
Sarah Williford, Bulletin Editor

EARLY CHILDHOODCENTER
Michelle Sherman, Director
Preschool@stjeromeecc.org
(727) 596‐9491( )

PARISH INFORMATION
PARISH OFFICE HOURS: Monday‐Thursday, 9:30AM‐4:30PM
ANOINTING OF THE SICK: By request or appointment
CONFESSIONS: Saturdays 3:00-3:45PM-Chapel.
HOLY HOUR & BENEDICTION: Every Thursday, every First Friday, and every First Saturday
9:30AM-10:30AM; also Livestreamed.
Some Masses Livestreamed at: www.stjeromeonline.org & www.facebook.com/StJeromeLargo

PrayerLine
Call and leave a voicemessage or text your prayer request to our team of Prayer
Warriors. Whatever it may be; we can pray for you! 727-667-6499 or email:
StJeromePrayForUs@gmail.com Requests are prayed for over 7 days. Youmay repeat
the request as often as necessary. Messages received are confidental.

ASSISTING PRIESTS
Msgr. Brendan Muldoon, Pastor Emeritus
Fr. Michael O’Brien, In residence
Fr. Anthony Nyong, In residence

BETHLEHEM CENTRE
Tim Kunish, Coordinator, (727) 596‐9394

FORMATION TEAM
Stephanie Martin, Catechesis of the Good
Shepherd Coordinator
faithformation@stjeromeonline.org
André Kühner, Coordinator of Youth Ministry &
OCIA
OCIA@stjeromeonline.org
Youthministry@stjeromeonline.org
For Sacraments, contact the Parish Office
(727) 595‐4610

10895 HAMLIN BLVD | LARGO, FL 33774
(727) 595-4610 | WWW.STJEROMEONLINE.ORG

Sleigh Ride:Christmas in the last
frontier
Sleigh Ride documents two
Dominican friars' harrowingmission
to celebrate ChristmasMass for three
small villages in remote Alaska that
have no assigned priest. With only 5
hours of sunlight, during the coldest
time of the year, the friars will drive
over 28 hours and 548miles through
high winds and snow packed roads
bringing Christmas to the ends of the
earth. Watch on Formed.org using the
subscription provided for
parishioners for free by St. Jerome!

Our S ta f f
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