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In 1995, Pope St. John Paul II wrote a powerful and beautiful letter to women. As we
celebrate Mother’s Day this weekend, perhaps this section, the “thank yous”, might be
inspiring to read.

“This word of thanks to the Lord for his mysterious plan regarding the vocation andmission
of women in the world is at the same time a concrete and direct word of thanks to women,
to every woman, for all that they represent in the life of humanity.

Thank you, womenwho aremothers! You have sheltered human beings within yourselves
in a unique experience of joy and travail. This experience makes you become God's own
smile upon the newborn child, the one who guides your child's first steps, who helps it to
grow, and who is the anchor as the child makes its way along the journey of life.

Thank you, womenwho are wives! You irrevocably join your future to that of your
husbands, in a relationship of mutual giving, at the service of love and life.
Thank you, women who are daughters and women who are sisters! Into the heart of the
family, and then of all society, you bring the richness of your sensitivity, your intuitiveness,
your generosity and fidelity.

Thank you, womenwhowork! You are present and active in every area of life-social,
economic, cultural, artistic and political. In this way youmake an indispensable contribution
to the growth of a culture which unites reason and
feeling, to amodel of life ever open to the sense of
"mystery", to the establishment of economic and
political structures evermore worthy of humanity.

Thank you, consecratedwomen! Following the
example of the greatest of women, the Mother of
Jesus Christ, the IncarnateWord, you open
yourselves with obedience and fidelity to the gift
of God's love. You help the Church and all mankind
to experience a "spousal" relationship to God, one
which magnificently expresses the fellowship
which God wishes to establish with his creatures.

Thank you, every woman, for the simple fact of
being a woman! Through the insight which is so
much a part of your womanhood you enrich the
world's understanding and help to make human
relations more honest and authentic.”

As we honor all mothers today, we also recognize
that Mothers’ Day can come with lots of emotions.
If this day is at all complex for you, know of the
prayers of your parish family on your behalf.

Moms, Grandmas,
Godmothers,

& Spiritual Mothers:
GOD LOVES YOU AND SO DO WE!

On Mothers Day Weekend,
in gratitude and recognition,
your Knights of Columbus

request that after Mass
you select a long stem rose to take home.
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CongratulationsCongratulations
to our Firstto our First

Communicants!Communicants!

Congratulations
to our First

Communicants!

Happy Mothers Day!Happy Mothers Day!Happy Mothers Day!

JPII’S LETTER TO WOMEN
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Coffee & Donuts
Coffee & donuts are available
after the 7:30AM, 9:00AM, &
10:45 AMMasses weekly! StartingMay 10th
coffee & donuts will move from the Parish
Center to the Education Building during
renovations. There will be no Knights of
Columbus Breakfast during that time.

Renovations BeganMay 4th
The Parish Center closed for renovations on
May 4th. This affects bingo (seeministries
page), coffee & donuts, and possibly other
events. Stay tuned to the bulletin and social
media for updates, and thanks for your
flexibility and patience during this time.

Saturday, May 9th
9:00 AM † Ahlene Maxwell
3:00 PM Confessions
4:00 PM All the People of the Parish

Sunday, May 10th
7:30 AM † Phyllis Gregory
9:00 AM † Hans Ott

10:45 AM † John LaFlamme
5:00 PM † Jeannette Villeneuve

Monday, May 11th
7:00 AM † Genowefa Szpakowska
9:00 AM † Dick Nugent

Tuesday, May 12th
7:00 AM † Julian Walsh
9:00 AM † John Capozzoli

Wednesday, May 13th
7:00 AM † Bronislawa Cichon
9:00 AM Ed Kerr and Family

Thursday, May 14th
7:00 AM † Michael Jones
9:00 AM † Carolyn Russo

Friday, May 15th
7:00 AM † Robert McClellen Gregg
9:00 AM † Marilyn Crowder

Saturday, May 16th
9:00 AM † Stewart Waller
3:00 PM Confessions
4:00 PM † Nora Kathleen Bach

Sunday, May 17th
7:30 AM All the People of the Parish
9:00 AM † Joyce Ayral

10:45 AM † Deceased Members of Totino and
Guidice Families
5:00 PM † Kathleen Thomas
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Youth Ministry
Teens, don’t miss out on a good time!
Middle School YouthmeetWednesdays
May 13, 6 PM (End of Year Party)

High School Youth meet Sundays
On summer hiatus

Questions? André Kühner, Youth Minister
youthministry@stjeromeonline.org

Le t Us P ray
MASS INTENTIONS
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That same peace remained as the liturgy began, allowing him to absorb the gravity of the moment he had
spent so much time preparing for.

“It was a lot to take in,” DeSio recalled. “I don’t think I have ever been that immersed in the present
moment before in my entire life. Time itself seemed to stop, and not just because the liturgy is longer than
usual. Interiorly, I was filled with a certain readiness and willingness to lay down my life to serve Jesus and
the Church in the sacrament of Holy Orders.”

For DeSio, his diaconate ordination was not an endpoint, but a long-awaited milestone on his path to
priesthood. The transitional diaconate is the final major step before priesthood. When a seminarian is
ordained a transitional deacon, he officially becomes a member of the clergy and begins to serve in ministry
while continuing preparation for priesthood. During this period, they contribute to the life of the Church in
the same way as a permanent deacon does: they preach homilies, baptize people into the Church, witness
marriages, preside at funerals, and assist at Mass.

This period is a combination of practical training and a spiritual transition for seminarians. During the
ordination to transitional diaconate, they profess promises of celibacy, prayer, and obedience to the
bishop. The time spent as a deacon provides an opportunity to live out these promises.
Long before seminary, the foundations of his vocation were already laid. Growing up in a large Catholic
family as one of six children, faith was a constant presence in his home and upbringing. It was during his
time in college that he heard God calling him to be a priest.

“During my second year of college, I was studying to be a firefighter,” said DeSio. “Until then, I assumed my
vocation was marriage. I prayed one day and experienced an invitation from God to sacrifice my own
plans of having a career and a family of my own to lay down my life by becoming a priest. My uncle, Fr.
Gregg Tottle, was the first person I told; he encouraged me to check out the seminary. The Lord has given
greater clarity over the years, so here I am!”

The years spent in seminary thus far only deepened his sense of the vocational call, shaping his spiritual
life and his character. “The education that he received in seminary has substantially helped his growth as
an individual and as a man dedicated to the Lord,” said Fr. Tottle, DeSio’s uncle and priest of the Diocese
of Saint Petersburg.

For the rest of the article, visit: https://gulfcoastcatholic.org
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Transitional Diaconate Ordination Marks Milestone on
Path to Priesthood
Excerpt from Gulf Coast Catholic article by Brittany DeHaan

As incense filled the air and family, friends, and fellow
seminarians gathered, joy was evident in the church as Mark
DeSio, a seminarian for the Diocese of Saint Petersburg, was
ordained to the transitional diaconate along with several other
seminary classmates from other dioceses.

The road to ordination contains years of study, discernment, and
formation. As the day approached, DeSio was pleasantly
surprised by the way he felt the Lord moving.

“God poured out much grace: I found myself with more peace
and joy than I have ever had, which I received as an affirmation
that this is God’s will for my life,” said DeSio.

“In the moments leading up to the ordination Mass itself, I was
filled with great confidence that I am answering the Lord’s call.
While I expected nerves to kick in, it was quite the opposite. I was
filled with incredible peace.”

DEACON MARK DESIO
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Work has begun! Thanks for your ongoing
support to finish funding this crucial project.

This project will refresh and improve the space
to better serve our congregation and thewider
community for years to come. It includes
updates to improve safety, accessibility, and
functionality, making the Parish Center a
morewelcoming place for fellowship, programs,
outreach, and continue to serve as our secondaryworship space.

The updates include:
An enclosed air conditioned entryway/foyer
Fully renovated and air conditioned bathrooms in theentryway/fo
Two new handicap accessible and family bathrooms
A newmeeting room
A re-installation of the floor on the kitchen side
A sturdy new 30 year roof
Andmore!

We have raised $440,607.18 as of 4/17/26, getting
closer to our goal of $680,000.

Westill havemore to go! Join us in reaching the
finish line for this important community project.
Thank you for your continued support, patience,
and prayers aswe take this exciting step 
forward together. We can’t wait to begin and 
share the finished spacewith you!

oyer

Donate Here

$300,000

$680,000
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G
ive here today!

We thank all those who have
contributed to the Catholic

Ministry Appeal this year which
supports our seminarians

(including newly ordained Deacon
Mark DeSio), Catholic Charities,
and other diocesan ministries. If
you haven't had the chance to

participate we invite you to join us
by using the QR code and link in
the bulletin or on our website. If
you have any questions contact

our office.

$500,000

Thank you for supporting the
Catholic Ministry Appeal! St. Jerome’s
2026 goal amount, as determined by

the Diocese, is: $226,061.

As of April 30,

Our parish has pledged: $159,445.65
We have paid: $152,784.65
% of goal paid: 68%

May 3, 2026
Offertory: $18,217.20
E-giving: $7,763
Total: $25,980.20

CMA Cash: $131

FINANCES

An architectural rendering of the Parish Center construction showing
the newenclosed spacewith ADA/Family bathrooms.

Parish Center Renovations

Donate Here

View�this�bulletin�online�at�www.DiscoverMass.com
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St. Jerome

Faith Formation Registration Now Open!
VBS & Faith Formation, Including Sacramental Preparation for First Holy
Communion and Confirmation, will open via the parish website at
stjeromeonline.org.

Catechesis of the Good Shepherd for Faith Formation
will be held once a week in the Monsignor Muldoon Education Building on
either Monday, Tuesday or Wednesdays from 4:30-6:00 beginning September
14th through May 5 observing most breaks for children from birth through
eighth grade.

th

Sacramental prep is a two-year process, and a lifelong journey. The Catechesis
of the Good Shepherd team is honored to accompany families on this journey!

Vacation Bible School RegistrationOpenNow!
July 6th-10th 9:00am-12:00pm in Education Building
Save the Date forVBS! Registration is $25 per family beginning
April 20 through June 26th and space will be limited.th

All St. Jerome children who have completed kindergarten through fifth grade are
welcome to attend. Youth are welcomed and encouraged to volunteer.
We look forward to growing closer to Jesus with our children through this hands-on
program including Bible study, faith-filledmusic, daily skits, games, crafts, andmore.
For children who have completed kindergarten through 5th grade. Suggested donation
of $25 per family welcomed! Middle school & high school youth needed, as well as other
parish volunteers.
Questions: Stephanie Martin: faithformation@stjeromeonline.org

Rosary Celebrating The Visitation of
The Blessed VirginMary
Sponsored by the Young Adults Ministry

All are invited to attendMass followed by
a procession to the Grotto to pray the
Rosary, dedicate our families to Mary’s
loving care, and honor her asmother of
God andmother of us all.

Saturday, May 16 , after the 9:00 AMMassth

Marian Spirituality Ministry - Monthly Devotions

FAITH FORMATION

March Baptisms & Funerals

FUNERALS
Michael Walker

Anthony Joseph Gentile
Robert Ray

William “Bill” Leary
Rejoice with those who rejoice,
weep with those who weep.”
-Romans 12:15

BAPTISMS
Jackson Brickhouse
Charlotte Jackson
Alexander Vangura
David Alexander Wankowski
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Check out these titles!

God’s Knights: St. Francis of Assisi
NEW! Join Brother Martin as he recounts the well-
loved story of Saint Francis. Francis thought he
wanted fame and adventure, until God showed him a
better way: a life of love, peace, and joyful service.
The “God’s Knights” series tells the true stories of
brave men and boys who followed God with courage
and faith and are now honored as mighty knights in
God’s Kingdom.

Into the Breach: The Dignity ofWork is a compelling
new video series that explores the Catholic vision of
man’s mission in the world. Following "Into the
Breach: Mission of the Family," this series examines
the nature of work and its role in a man’s life and his
sanctification, as well as its role in ordering creation.
To watch Into the Breach, visit FORMED.org

Into the Breach: The Dignity of Work

LIFELINE UPDATE

Lifeline Update

This week Lifeline served 78 families
comprised of 283 people. Total families
served in April was 477 and parishioners
donated a total of 599 bags of food.
Saturday, May 9th is the annual letter
carriers food drive and Lifeline is one of the
primary beneficiaries of this event.

We are grateful for your continued
generosity in helping those who need food
assistance. See the ministries page for list
of needed item.
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†
TOM CRABTREE

The Columbiettes are welcoming new
members for 2026. If you are a woman
eighteen years old or older and a practicing
Catholic, please consider joining our auxiliary.
In addition to assisting our Knights, the
Columbiettes participate in our own activities,
services, and fundraisers. If you would like to
join our auxiliary or if you have any questions,
contact Jo-Ellen, President, at (407) 810-6502.
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TheColumbiettes,
DivineMercy of Jesus Council

TheBethlehemCentre
Art: Fridays 10:00AM - Education Building - Art Room
Bridge:

Wednesdays 12:00 PM - EdKilroy Bldg
Fridays 11:30 AM - EdKilroy Bldg

LineDancing:Available Now! - Fridays 10:00AM - Education Building -MainHall
Mahjong: Fridays 12:00 PM - Education Building -MainHall
Spanish:Wednesdays 9:30AM - ParishCenterMeeting Rm
ZumbaGold: Wednesdays 10:30AMEdKilroy Bldg

Questions: Timothy Kunish: timothykunish@gmail.com

Rosary Group
What better time to begin a devotion that is very dear to Our
Blessed Mother, than during her special month of May? We
begin immediately after the 9:00AM daily Mass, except on days
of Eucharistic Adoration. There is also an evening pro-life
rosary in the Holy Family Chapel, each Wednesay at 6:00PM.
According to St. Louis de Montfort…”one who says his rosary
alone only gains the merit of that one Rosary. But if he says it
together with others, he gains the merit of each rosary.” We
can all use a bit of extra grace! This month marks 5 years that
our Rosary Group has been together. We are a congenial group
that also meets once a month for fellowship and coffee. We
hope this is the month you might consider joining!
Contact: Virginia, giniesq@gmail.com

The Knights meet the second Wednesday of
each month in the Parish Center. We are very
active in serving the community, our parish,
and growing in faith.

For more information, visit our website at
https://knightsdmoj17249.org. To order a
brick to be placed at the Grotto, visit
https://knightsdmoj17249.org/grotto and
select "Buy a Brick".

The DivineMercy of Jesus
Knights of Columbus

Council 17249

The Columbiettes recently assembled and
delivered Easter bags to the residents of Arden
Court in Largo and Arden Court in Seminole.

FRATERNAL ORGANIZATIONS

View�this�bulletin�online�at�www.DiscoverMass.com



LifelineMinistries
Last week Lifeline served 90 families comprised of 326 people. Parishioners donated a total
of 342 bags so far this month. We are grateful for your continued generosity in helping those
who need food assistance.

Hearty canned soup
Pasta/spaghetti
Pasta sauce
Canned fruit
Boxed mac & cheese
Jellies & jams
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Boxed mashed potatoes
Canned pork & beans
Canned tuna/ chicken/turkey
Canned vegetables (corn,
beans, carrots)
Beef Stew, Cereal

Peanut butter
crackers
Peanut butterItemsItems

Needed:Needed:

Items
Needed:

Bingo
Join us Thursday afternoons in the Parish Center through
April 30th. After a two-week break, Bingo will resume on
May 21st in the Education Center. Doors open at eleven,
ticket sales start at noon, game starts at one. Sponsored
by the Knights of Columbus.

HealthCareMinistry
Lost or confused about amedical problem, illness or concern? Don't knowwhere to turn? The
Health CareMinistry of St. Jerome can assist. We have knowledge and resources that can point
you in the proper direction. Don't navigate rough seas alone. Contact us at 321-403-3364 or
email at healthministrysj@gmail.com.
Millions ofMonicas
Moms young & older join us on Thursdays 6:30-7:30pm in the Chapel for Millions of Monicas
prayer ministry with a uniquemission. Many of us have children struggling to embrace their
Catholic faith in a chaotic and stressful world. Like St. Monica, we pray for our children to return
to the practice of their beautiful Catholic faith. We are not a support group or a self help group.
We do not talk about our children. We pray for them and this gives us reassurance and hope.
Please come by this Thursday night at 6:30pm. Questions? Kathycincotta@comcast.net

Pilgrim Virgin Statue Home Visitation Program
The virgin statue visit program is available to anyone who wishes to host her. Our Blessed Mother
(symbolized by her image) is brought into the home with love and reverence for family and friends
to gather & pray. The visit is typically a week. Interested? Contact Elrita at 727-221-7040

MusicMinistry
More voices needed to join the beautiful Music Ministry! We have Spirit Singers (children’s choir -
Thursdays practices, sing two Sundays amonth), Bell Choir (practice on Tuesdays, play two
Sundays amonth), and Chorale (Thursday practices, sing weekly). Contact Tom Kurt:
MusicDir@stjeromeonline.org

St. Theresa’s Helping Hands
Occasionally our parish & ministries need extra help with various short-term projects around the
parish or fill in when our ministries are shorthanded. St. Theresa’s supports those needs. When a need
arises, an email will be sent to those signed up for this ministry. You can then offer your assistance if
you are available. Interested? Elaine: StTheresashelpinghands@gmail.com, or: 727-386-8689.

FAST (Faith &Action for Strength Together)
FAST is a justice ministry in Pinellas county where churches
come together to advocate for the needs of our community.
Contact the Parish Office to learn about our St. Jerome
chapter. *This year’s Joshua Assembly will beMay 18th,
7:00PM, at ShilohMissionary Baptist Church in Largo.

GriefShare
Grief can be complex and surprising. You don’t have to go it alone. Join us on Tuesday
mornings from 10:00-11:30AM, now in the Ed Kilroy Bldg for GriefShare. Questions? Parish
Office: 727-595-4610

MINISTRIES
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I n s ide the I s sue

CLERGY
Fr. John Blum, Pastor
Fr. Robert Cadrecha, Parochial Vicar
Deacon Fred Kunder
PARISH STAFF
Chris McBride, Parish Manager
Sylvia Cummings, Sacraments Coordinator
Michele C. Walker, Liturgy Assistant &
Receptionist
Rita Gianninoto, Assistant to Parish Manager
Tracey Swaine, Administrative Assistant
Tom Kurt, Music Director
Danielle Sapp, Liturgical Accompanist
Francesca Bauer, 5:00PM Mass Musician
Maintenance:MichaelShaughnessy&BruceVilleneuve
Sarah Williford, Bulletin Editor

EARLY CHILDHOODCENTER
Michelle Sherman, Director
Preschool@stjeromeecc.org
(727) 596‐9491( )

PARISH INFORMATION
PARISH OFFICE HOURS: Monday‐Thursday, 9:30AM‐4:30PM
ANOINTING OF THE SICK: By request or appointment
CONFESSIONS: Saturdays 3:00-3:45PM-Chapel.
HOLY HOUR & BENEDICTION: Every Thursday, every First Friday, and every First Saturday
9:30AM-10:30AM; also Livestreamed.
Some Masses Livestreamed at: www.stjeromeonline.org & www.facebook.com/StJeromeLargo

ASSISTING PRIESTS
Msgr. Brendan Muldoon, Pastor Emeritus
Fr. Michael O’Brien, In residence
Fr. Anthony Nyong, In residence

BETHLEHEM CENTRE
Tim Kunish, Coordinator, (727) 596‐9394

FORMATION TEAM
Stephanie Martin, Catechesis of the Good
Shepherd Coordinator
faithformation@stjeromeonline.org
André Kühner, Coordinator of Youth Ministry &
OCIA
OCIA@stjeromeonline.org
Youthministry@stjeromeonline.org
For Sacraments, contact the Parish Office
(727) 595‐4610
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10895 HAMLIN BLVD | LARGO, FL 33774
(727) 595-4610 | WWW.STJEROMEONLINE.ORG

SUCCESSFUL MARRIAGES don’t
work on automatic pilot – at
least not for long. Like a
garden, they require constant
attention: fertilizing, watering,
and weeding. Healthy
marriages, like gardens, don’t
die suddenly. More often they
fade away from a gradual
lack of attentiveness, letting
things slide, taking each other
for granted. Join us for a
WorldwideMarriage
Encounter and discover God’s
plan for joy, romance and
passion in your marriage. Apply
at www.wwme.org or call 813-
270-7832. The next weekend is
June 5-7, 2026 at the
Franciscan Center, Tampa

Our S ta f f
SERVING YOU

j g J g
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