
erJune 29th, 2025 | The Feasts of Sts. Peter and Paul

MON.-FRI.: 7:00AM & 9:00AM
SATURDAY: 9:00AM

SATURDAY VIGIL: 4:00PM
SUNDAY: 7:30AM, 9:00AM (FAMILY LITURGY), 10:45AM, & 5:00PM
(LIFE TEEN)

MASS TIMES

10895 HAMLIN BLVD | LARGO, FL 33774
(727) 595-4610 | WWW.STJEROMEONLINE.ORG

CONFESSION: SATURDAYS 3:00-3:45PM IN CHAPEL

Paul
The Crucifixion of Saint Peter (1601). Oil on canvas, 230 x 175 cm (90.5 x 68.8 in). Cerasi

Chapel, Santa Maria del Popolo, Rome. Public Domain. Image via Wikipedia.

The Conversion of Saint Paul (circa 1600). Oil on canvas. Cerasi Chapel, Santa Maria
del Popolo, Rome. Public Domain. Image via Wikipedia.
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Today we celebrate the feasts of St. Paul and St. Peter. I wrote about them last year; how odd it is
that two extremely important and dynamic early church fathers (the first Pope and author of the
majority of the New Testament!) were relegated to share a feast day, especially considering they
butted heads several times. How Paul was literally a well-intentioned murderer before he knew
Christ, reminding us that no one is too far from redemption. How Peter so often put his foot in his mouth,
and yet Jesus chose him with intention to be the head of the Church on Earth after He returns to heaven.

Today, however, I want to reflect on the images from the cover, both by renowned artist Caravaggio. The
first is The Crucifixion of St. Peter. You may recall that, though often brash, upon his ultimate martyrdom,
tradition holds that St. Peter could not permit himself to be crucified in the same manner as his Savior.
Instead he asked in humility that he be crucified upside down. Our tradition tells us this occurred in Nero’s
Circus, a spot of archaic abuse where humans were murdered in sport. Yet today, this very spot is where
the Vatican itself lies. Our God is victorious! In the late 1960s and again in the 1990s, much archeological
research came to the conclusion that indeed, “This is Peter,” as is written where his very logical remains lie
in the Vatican Necropolis. If you go on pilgrimage to Rome, especially this Jubilee year, I urge you to book a
tour of the Scavi to see the bones of St. Peter! (See p. 5)

The second is The Conversion of St. Paul. We know Saul falls off a horse upon being blinded by the sky
flashing around him, hearing Jesus Himself say to him, “Saul, Saul; why are you persecuting me?” Like the
first painting, this is not a peaceful affair, but one could perhaps call it chaos in action. This is the moment
our Lord calls Paul to Himself, and he leaves his whole life behind to follow the resurrected Christ and
fervently preach the gospel to as many as he could.

Both paintings are striking. Caravaggio’s signature style of painting from a dark black canvas instead of a
lighter white one add such drama. There is also a great degree of motion that occurs in these works. It’s
almost as though Caravaggio was right there and snapped a photo, capturing a precise moment in time
while it was still very much in motion and unfolding, not in a style of grandiose perfection, but one more of
realism. These are not cute, Pollyanna-style religious artworks; they are active and palpable.

I am most moved today, though, by the absolute lack of control in both saints’ circumstances as displayed
in these paintings. Peter is upside-down, being bound for crucifixion. Paul is falling off a horse. Both men
are nearly naked. Peter is living Jesus’ foretelling in John 21:18-19, that, “ ‘you will stretch out your hands, and
someone else will dress you and lead you where you do not want to go.’ He said this signifying by what kind of
death [Peter] would glorify God. And when He had said this, [Jesus] said to him, “ ‘Follow me.’ ” Although
perhaps he was indeed ready in his old age to see and be with his dear friend Jesus again. Paul’s whole
world is about to change--he literally cannot see until Christ opens the eyes of his heart to the truth,
through the courage, compassion, and surrender of his saving mentor, Ananias.

Today we worry so much about what will happen--in our world, in our own lives. The fear of the unknown
grips many with panic and indecision and sometimes prevents us from following God’s will or even simply
living. Or we grasp on so tightly to things that are not ours to truly hold. This is a trap of the evil one.
Often we make painstaking choices to try and make an outcome smoother or with less pain. And while it’s
not bad to try and prepare, we at some point have to come to terms that following Jesus and listening to the
inspiration of the Holy Spirit will not leave us safe all of the time. As C.S. Lewis writes of King Aslan the
Lion in Narnia, “Safe? ‘Course he isn’t safe. But he is good.” Safety and goodness are two different things.
Following Christ will not always leave us and our loved ones “safe” in the hands of this world, or without
suffering, no matter how hard we try to perfectly live the commandments. BUT we knowHe is GOOD--the
King of Kings, our Savior, is indeed trustworthy. He won’t run out when things get bad--He proved that at
the cross. We hope instead to have safety in eternity. It is simply a fact that to follow Christ means to
continually surrender; to give up control of our lives and our own desires so that theymay be instead one
with the Lord’s desires for our lives and our world.

Let us give Jesus control again today (and again, and again).

Sarah Williford, Bulletin Editor
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Post Mass Fellowship

I n s i d e t h e I s s u e

Saturday, June 28th
9:00 AM † Tom, Ray and Dorothy Deluca
3:00 PM Confessions
4:00 PM All the People of the Parish

Sunday, June 29th
7:30 AM † Lino and Dolly Sacco
9:00 AM † Jimmy White
10:45 AM † Shirley Friday
5:00 PM † Bruno Liput

Monday, June 30th
7:00 AM † Donato DiDonato
9:00 AM † Gery Meyer

Tuesday, July 1st
7:00 AM † Domenico Bellantone
9:00 AM † John Hopper

Wednesday, July 2nd
7:00 AM † Deceased Benefactors of St. Jerome
9:00 AM † Frederick Marks III

Thursday, July 3rd
7:00 AM † Msgr. Dacian Dee & his family & friends
9:00 AM † Dante DeDonno

Friday, July 4th
7:00 AM For God’s continued blessings on our country
9:00 AM For God’s continued blessings on our country

Saturday, July 5th
9:00 AM † John DeVarti
3:00 PM Confessions
4:00 PM † John Anselmo

Sunday, July 6th
7:30 AM All the People of the Parish
9:00 AM † William Machnovitz
10:45 AM † Tom & Regina Crabtree
5:00 PM † Thomas Sweet

*If there is a Mass intention error, please contact the receptionist
in the Parish Office at 595‐4610.

Coffee &Donuts
Coffee & donuts are available
after the 7:30AM, 9:00AM,

and 10:45 AMMasses weekly!
Coffee and Donuts will be

served every Sunday. There
will be NO Knights of

Columbus Pancake Breakfast
in May or June.

St. Jerome’s Prayer Line is here for you.
We will pray for any intention, from peace for a teething
child, to a student stressing over an exam, to a marriage
in trouble, or someone suffering illness of any kind.
Simply call/text/email (727) 314-1166 or
stjeromeprayforus@gmail.com. Your request
stays active for 7 days but you can call in to
repeat as often as needed.

Le t U s P ra y
MASS INTENTIONS
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Can you pray
for me?
I’m
having a
hard
time with...
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Faith Formation Registration
Faith Formation, including Sacramental Preparation for First
Holy Communion and Confirmation is available via the parish
website at stjeromeonline.org.

Catechesis of the Good Shepherd for Faith Formation is held
once a week in the Msgr. Muldoon Education Building on either
Monday, Tuesday or Wednesdays from 4:30-6:00pm beginning
September 8th running through May 13th, observing most
holiday breaks for children from birth through eighth grade.

Sacramental prep is a two-year process, and a lifelong journey.
The Catechesis of the Good Shepherd team is honored to
accompany families on this journey!

Vacation Bible School!
Children who have completed kindergarten through 5
grade are invited to VBS July 7th-11th from 9:00am-
12:00pm. Registration is under the faith formation tab at
stjeromeonline.org. A suggested donation of $25 per family
would be welcomed!

th

Middle and high school youth are needed, as well as other
parish volunteers.

If questions about VBS and/or Faith Formation please contact
StephanieMartin at faithformation@stjeromeonline.org

VBS 2024!

Congratulations to Mrs. Michelle Sherman,
our New Early Childhood Center Director as of July 1!

Early Childhood Center
NOW Enrolling in our 2-year-old classroom for the
2025-26 School Year! New Extended Hours! Starting
in August, we’ll be open from 7:30 AM – 5:30 PM,

with our Morning Program still available for families
seeking a part-time option. Space is limited in our 3-
year-old and VPK classrooms, secure your child’s

spot today!

Contact us at (727) 596-9491 or
preschool@stjeromeecc.org to schedule a tour!
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WeRaised the Roof!

Our beautiful new roof is finally finished!!
This metal aluminum will last for many years

to come, and has already lowered our
electric bill. A huge thank you to everyone
who contributed to make it happen over all
these years, and to the teams who did the

work! The ROOF has been RAISED!!

Upcoming Projects

Now that the heavy lifting is complete we
have several other smaller projects around

the church which the roof fund and
insurance will be covering - inside drywall
and paint repairs, inside light fixtures,

gutters, moat and drainage repairs. Please
keep these projects in your prayers that

they go smoothly. Thank you again
everyone for your support and generosity!

Saint of the Week | St. Junípero Serra

On July 1, we celebrate the memorial of St.
Junípero Serra, who was canonized by Pope
Francis in 2015. St. Junípero had a motto
which inspired his life and work,: “¡Siempre
adelante! Keep moving forward!” Like him,
may we be able to say: “Forward! Let’s keep

moving forward!”

St. Junípero Serra, pray for us!
#courageouslyliving #courageoussaints
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Bethlehem Centre Spring Schedule
Join us at The Bethlehem Centre for great classes and
community! Questions? Tim Kunish: (727) 596-9394.

Mahjong
Fun FridayMahjong!
12:00-3:00PM
Ed Kilroy Building
$2.00

Mahjong Lessons
Contact Diane 316-350-6522

Life is worth living!

Art Class
Wednesdays 10:30AM-1:30PM
Fridays 10:00AM-1:00PM
Education Building - Art Room

Spanish
Wednesdays 9:00-10:00AM
begins 10/30
Education Building - Art Room

Bridge
Wednesdays and Fridays
11:30-2:30PM
Education Building - Main Hall
$3.00 per table

† TOM CRABTREE

Line Dancing
Fridays 10:00-11:00AM
Education Building - Main Hall
$6.00 per class

The Knights meet the second Wednesday
of each month in the Parish Center. We
are very active in serving the community,
our parish, and growing in faith.

For more information, visit our website at
https://knightsdmoj17249.org. To order a
brick to be placed at the Grotto, visit
https://knightsdmoj17249.org/grotto and
select "Buy a Brick".

Recognizing the Heart of Perpetual Help, the
Columbiettes led the rosary at the Grotto on June 21.
Pictured are Carol H., Lorna L., Carrie Z., Claudia M., Liz
M., Cheryl C., Anne L. Missing from photo is Sandra H.

Do you want to assist those in need in our parish and
community? Are you willing to work with our Knights
of Columbus Council and their charitable
commitments? Consider joining our growing
Columbiettes Auxiliary. We are developing our own
projects and fundraisers, and we’re having fun, too!

If you are a practicing Catholic woman 18 years or
older and would likemore info, contact Claudia M.,
president: (724) 766- 2615 or lilmacteacher@gmail.com

The Columbiettes,
DivineMercy of Jesus Council

The DivineMercy of Jesus
Knights of Columbus

Council 17249

Join us the last Sunday of everymonth for
the 5:00PMMass and fellowship to follow.
Contact us for further information on Bible
studies, service events, andmore!
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(F Bishop’s Appeal)
he QR code above.

St Goal:

St 024:
$204,869.30

UPDATE AS OF 6/1:
Paid: 162,121.75
Pledged: $170,261.25

STEWARDSHIP
We are called to give to the Lord the time,
talent, and treasure with which He has
blessed us. An easy way to give to
St. Jerome: www.stjeromeonline.org or
scan the QR Code by opening your
camera, and follow the link to our safe and
secure online giving portal. From there, go to
“offertory” and fill in your information to give.

June 22, 2025
Offertory: $14,515.98
E-giving: $4,376.00
Total: $18,891.98

CMA Cash: $123.00
4

336

CATHOLIC

T

YOUTH MINISTRY
PRAY FOR US! WE ARE ON SUMMER
TRIPS SCHEDULE!

Taylor Gunn, Youth Minister
youthministry@stjeromeonline.org
See Instagram for summer events:
stjerome_ym

We had a fantastic week of service at The Good
Samaritan Project in June up in Spring Hill!
Many thanks to our sponsors and all who
helped us get there to serve, play, pray, and
draw closer to Christ!
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LifelineMinistries
\

Last week, Lifeline served 86 families comprised of 286 people.
Parishioners donated 70 bags of food for a total of 282 bags so far
this month. We are grateful for your continued generosity in helping
those who need food assistance.

Hearty canned soup
Pasta/spaghetti
Pasta sauce
Canned fruit
Cereal
Granola bars

GriefShare
Grief can be complex. You don’t have to go it alone. Join us on Tuesday
mornings from 10:00-11:30AM in the Education Building Art Room for
GriefShare. Questions? Parish Office: 727-595-4610

Boxed mashed potatoes
Canned pork & beans
Canned tuna/ chicken/turkey
Canned vegetables (corn,
beans, carrots)
Beef Stew

Peanut butter crackers
Peanut butter
Jellies & jams
Boxed mac & cheese

Items
Needed:
Items
Needed:

Bingo
Join us Thursday afternoons in the Parish Center; doors open at eleven, ticket sales start at
noon, game starts at one. Sponsored by the Knights of Columbus.
Questions? Bill: knightsdmoj17249@gmail.com

Health Care
Lost or confused about amedical problem, illness or concern? Don't knowwhere to turn? The
Health CareMinistry of St. Jerome can assist. We have knowledge and resources that can
point you in the proper direction. Don't navigate rough seas alone. Contact us at (321) 403-
3356 or email at healthministrysj@gmail.com.

FAST - FAITH& ACTION for STRENGTH TOGETHER

FAST has worked with congregations of faith andmeets with Pinellas officials to
work for justice concerns since 2005. Every year FAST gets results by on-going research and
focus. Such efforts in the past brought improved community change: VPK pre-school, youth
restorative practices in schools, civil citations for minor 1 st time offenders, better access to
mental health pathways. The 2025 FAST issues are: Affordable Housing &Water Quality.

Millions ofMonicas
Moms young and older join us on Thursday night from 6:30-7:30pm in the Chapel for millions of
Monica's prayer ministry with a uniquemission. Many of us have children struggling to embrace
their Catholic faith in a chaotic and stressful world. Like St. Monica, we pray for our children to
return to the practice of their beautiful Catholic faith. We are not a support group or a self help
group. We do not talk about our children. We pray for them and this gives us reassurance and
hope. Please come by this Thursday night from 6:30 and check it out.
Questions? Kathycincotta@comcast.net

Pilgrim Virgin Statue Home Visitation Program
The virgin statue visit program is being welcomed by parishioners and is available to
anyone who wishes to host her. Our Blessed Mother (symbolized by her image) is
brought into the home with love and reverence for family and friends to gather & pray.
The visit is typically a week, presented by Legion of Mary members with the recitation of
the rosary and prayers; then concluded in the same manner.
Interested? Contact Elrita at 727-221-7040
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I n s i d e t h e I s s u e

CLERGY
Fr. John Blum, Pastor
Fr. Robert Cadrecha, Parochial Vicar
Deacon Fred Kunder
PARISH STAFF
Chris McBride, Parish Manager
Sylvia Cummings, Sacraments Coordinator
Michele C. Walker, Liturgy Assistant &
Receptionist
Rita Gianninoto, Assistant to Parish Manager
Tracey Swaine, Administrative Assistant
Tom Kurt, Music Director
Danielle Sapp, Liturgical Accompanist
Francesca Bauer, Life Teen Mass Musician
Maintenance:MichaelShaughnessy&BruceVilleneuve
Sarah Williford, Bulletin Editor

EARLY CHILDHOOD CENTER
Michelle Sherman, Interim Director
Preschool@stjeromeecc.org
(727) 596‐9491

PARISH INFORMATION
PARISH OFFICE HOURS: Monday‐Thursday, 9:30AM‐4:30PM
ANOINTING OF THE SICK: Second Saturday of the Month after the 9:00AM Mass in the Chapel
CONFESSIONS: Saturdays 3:00-3:45PM-Chapel.
HOLY HOUR & BENEDICTION: Every Thursday, every First Friday, and every First Saturday
9:30AM-10:30AM; also Livestreamed.
Some Masses Livestreamed at: www.stjeromeonline.org & www.facebook.com/StJeromeLargo

ASSISTING PRIESTS
Msgr. Brendan Muldoon, Pastor Emeritus
Fr. Michael O’Brien, In residence
Fr. Anthony Nyong

BETHLEHEM CENTRE
Tim Kunish, Coordinator, (727) 596‐9394
FORMATION TEAM
Sr. Lucia Brady, OSC, Pastoral Care & Life Long
Faith Formation, srlucia@stjeromeonline.org
Stephanie Martin, Catechesis of the Good
Shepherd Coordinator
faithformation@stjeromeonline.org
Taylor Gunn, Youth Minister
youthministry@stjeromeonline.org
For Sacraments, contact the Parish Office
(727) 595‐4610

10895 HAMLIN BLVD | LARGO, FL 33774
(727) 595-4610 | WWW.STJEROMEONLINE.ORG

Christmas in July: St. Jerome Toy Bo
Please help our St Jerome Toy Box Ministry
raise money for a wonderful & generous
2025 holiday season! We will still have toy
boxes near the entries of the church during
the holiday season but if you would like us
to do the shopping for you, please donate now.
Our ministry provides over 2500 toys to Lifeline
recipients, Local Catholic charities and residents of our
local community.
Together let’s make a difference and spread joy for those
in need. Help make this Christmas in July a success!
A tax deductible receipt will be provided for any donation
over $300 or upon request. Make checks to St. jerome
Catholic church with Toy Box Ministry in the memo, or an
online donation via the website. If questions, please call
the Parish Office.

May Baptisms & Funerals
Funerals:RosemaryAnnBartolo-ChisariBobbie GrunzJanetAdele SteegMaureenCondronDorothyHunt
Baptisms:BeatriceRoseDavisAmeliaLoveAndrewAvaMae
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Consider
Remembering
Your Parish in

Your Will

For further information,
 please call the parish office.
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AMMER
& COMPANY, P.A.

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS

Mother/Daughter Realtors

Teri Abrahamson
727-244-5184

25 years of local experience

TeriAbrahamson@gmail.com

Sophie Anastasio
727-244-8338

SoldBySophie@gmail.com

Full concierge service

to help with your home

buying & selling needs

St. Jerome Parishioners

for over 30 years
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